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o b= Al A ‘A Ake] M= FAb (LA 11:3), ‘oA A= Ao 98 (A
11:7), “dA7E ARFA A A & 21 o] of2t A 27E EAFl A A Wk (LA 11:8),
G2 ARE flste] A oS e Flo] o gt AR FAE 98] Ao
A TP (A 1195 BA Y 7HAA wd5e o] &sti A Al =5
= ARA .
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<Abstract>
Several Problems of Korean Bible Translation from
the Feminist Point of View:
Based on New Korean Standard Version

Young-Sil Choi
(Sungkonghoe University)

Patriarchal and gender discriminatory texts and their male-oriented translations
have long been abused as the “divine basis” for discriminating against and imposing
silence and obedience on women. Western feminist theologians have raised feminist
criticisms with regard to Bible translation. E. S. Fiorenza, in particular, has
criticized the male-centered language and translation of the Bible, and scrutinized
the Revised Standard Version from the feminist theological position.

Korean male translators, under the influence of Confucianism and patriarchal
traditions, have used low forms of speech for women and referred to women with
such disparaging words as ‘omi’ or ‘gyejib’. Korean women theologians have
pointed out the problems of gender discriminatory renderings and texts of the Bible,
but none has seriously examined the problems of Korean translation from the
feminist viewpoint.

It is true that the New Korean Standard Version published in 1993 - produced by
a team of entirely male translators - did show, as Dr. Young-Jin Min has pointed
out, some evidence of efforts to rid the translation of certain gender-discriminatory
elements. Yet the author finds many of those unsavory elements still remaining, and
believes that they ought to be put to the stringent test of feminist theology and that
the results of the examination should be reflected in the next translation of the Bible.

Therefore, the author will first consider the points of Biblical translation and the
problems found in the New Korean Standard Version from the feminist theological
point of view; and will attempt a feminist, critical interpretation of some of the
texts in question and translate those texts from the vantage point of feminist
theology. Such an attempt will be but a beginning. Ultimately the whole Bible will
have to be critically examined from the feminist theological perspective and
translated anew. The whole Book must be retranslated because in Korea especially
women are discriminated against and oppressed by church traditions that are deeply

rooted in fundamentalist perceptions of faith.





